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ROSH HASHANAH 5787

Rabbi Elaine S. Zecher
Cantor Alicia Stillman

Rabbi Suzie Jacobson
Rabbi Dan Slipakoff
Rabbi Andrew Oberstein

Dan Deutsch,

Executive Director
Shawn Kravetz,

Board President
Amy Bolotin,

FJECC Preschool Director

Rabbi Ronne Friedman,
Rabbi Emeritus

Rabbi Bernard H. Mehlman,
Senior Scholar

Cantor Roy B. Einhorn,
Cantor Emeritus
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A Time To Begin Again

The High Holy Days arrive like the first cool breath of autumn — a moment to pause,

look clearly, and begin anew. Together, we make space for reflection, accountability,

possibility, and renewal. We come as we are, ready to face what is unfinished and
imagine what might yet become. At Temple Israel, we believe this sacred work is not
meant to be done alone. May this season call us to show up for ourselves, for one
another, and for the possibility of a new beginning.

Grand Homecoming Schmooze
TONIGHT! Immediately following our Erev Rosh
Hashanah community-wide service.

Come schmooze with friends both new and old as
we ring in the new year! Together, we’ll celebrate the
start of 5787 with fabulous food, delectable drinks,
and, most importantly, the warmth of community.

477 Longwood Avenue | Boston, MA 02215 | 617-566-3960 | www.tisrael.org




Rosh Hashanah 5787 Services

*Indicates Rabbi Delivering Sermon

Young Family Service (Age 0 - 6)
5:30 p.m. | Sanctuary

Rabbi: Suzie Jacobson*

Cantor: Alicia Stillman

Greetings: Shawn Kravetz

Riverway Project Service (20s & 30s)
6:15 p.m. | Social Hall and Online

Rabbi: Andrew Oberstein*
Rabbinic Intern: Ben Poor

Musicians: Yale Friend, Dor Hershkovits, Sam Powers,
Ethan Roubenoff, Ellen Stepansky

Greetings: Rachel Wexler

Community-Wide Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
7:30 p.m. | Adults and Family (Grade 2 - 7)
Sanctuary and Online | Followed by our Grand
Homecoming Schmooze

Rabbis: Elaine Zecher, Suzie Jacobson, Dan Slipakoff,
Andrew Oberstein*

Cantor: Alicia Stillman
Shofar Blower: Aviva Sapers

Musicians: Plamen Karadonev, MacFarland Masterton,
Eric Lass

Greetings: Shawn Kravetz

Family Rosh Hashanah Service (Grades 2 - 7)
9:00 a.m. | Levi Auditorium

Rabbi: Elaine Zecher*
Cantor: Alicia Stillman
Musicians: Jeremy Faust, Eric Lass, Ethan Roubenoff

Torah Chanters: Avi Baron Fontaine, Dahlia Rosen,
Julia Rubin

Greetings: Shawn Kravetz

Early Community-Wide Rosh Hashanah Service
9:00 a.m. | Sanctuary and Online

Rabbis: Dan Slipakoff*, Andrew Oberstein
Rabbinic Intern: Ben Poor
Shofar Blower: Eli Gewurtz

Musicians: Yale Friend, Dor Herskovits,
Plamen Karadonev, MacFarland Masterton

Torah Chanters: Eliza Decaneas, Elizabeth Lyster,
Elizabeth Wright

Greetings: Shawn Kravetz

Young Family Rosh Hashanah Service (Age O - 6)
9:15 a.m. | Social Hall

Rabbi: Suzie Jacobson*

Musician: Wayne Potash

Late Community-Wide Rosh Hashanah Service
11:45 a.m. | Sanctuary and Online

Rabbis: Elaine Zecher, Suzie Jacobson, Dan Slipakoff*,
Andrew Oberstein

Cantor: Alicia Stillman
Rabbinic Intern: Ben Poor
Shofar Blower: Aviva Sapers

Musicians: Yale Friend, Dor Herskovits, Plamen
Karadonev, MacFarland Masterton

Torah Chanters: Rachel Goldberg, Zachary Goldberg,
Joey Shapiro

Greetings: Shawn Kravetz

We invite you to participate in Tashlich (“to cast away”), a beautiful ritual on Rosh Hashanah that allows us to symbolically
cast our wrongdoings into the water. Immediately following both Rosh Hashanah morning services you can join us for this
experience. We look forward to wishing you a Shanah Tovah, greeting you, and sharing this beautiful, musical experience
with you.

Extend the joy and community worship at a second day Rosh Hashanah lay-led service. All are invited to join as we pray,
study, and celebrate together. For this service, we are together in mixed presence, onsite and online. No tickets are
required, and everyone is welcome. Please join us afterwards for lunch to celebrate the new year, followed by Reverse
Tashlich.

During Tashlich we symbolically cast our transgressions into the water. At the same time, our literal waterways suffer from
the pollution of human wrongdoings. Join us for a “reverse Tashlich” by helping to clean up the Muddy River and learn
more about how we can care for our local waterways. Register to join us offsite. Contact Jordan at jemrick@tisrael.org.

Welcome Home!

Introducing our Rabbinic Intern, Ben Poor!




Righteous Impact During the Days of Awe

Yom Kippur 5787 Services

Tzedakah Row
Village &
. . . . . . Community-Wid . Famil Ri Project
IMPJ Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism  RAC-MA (Religious Action Center of Reform ommunity-Wice Young Families Y verway “roje
. (All are welcome) (Grades 2 —7) (20s & 30s)
Judaism — Massachusetts) (Age 0-6)

The IMPJ is a vibrant and inclusive movement, with a rich
history dating back to the early 20*" century. With over 50

RAC-MA is the Massachusetts state-level chapter of the

congregations and initiatives across Israel, the IMPJ has Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, organizing 5:30 p.m. Early 4:30 p.m. Young Fam- | 6:00 p.m. Family 7:00 p.m. Riverway
been instrumental in promoting progressive values and Reform congregations across the Commonwealth C°m_m“"'ty'w'de ily S,e“"ce Ser\{lce Ser\{nce .
Service Onsite Onsite Onsite & Online

religious pluralism in Israeli society through education,

to advance justice through statewide advocacy and

Onsite & Online

life cycle events, and justice campaigns. Today, IMPJ community organizing. Grounded in Jewish values, RAC-MA Kol Nidre 8:15 p.m. Late

continues to make a significant impact including advocating  equips clergy and lay leaders to build relationships, develop Sunday, C;)mm.un.ity-Wide

for equal rights and religious equality. In response to advocacy skills, and influence public policy on issues September 20 Service

the humanitarian emergency in Israel, the Israel Reform including immigration, gun violence prevention, democracy, Onsite & Online

Movement, along with its rabbis, congregations, and and combating hate. Temple Israel is a proud part of RAC-

volunteers, is mobilizing to aid those directly affected in the ~ MA amplifying our collective voice and transforming our

Shaar HaNegev (Gaza Envelope) region and across central Jewish values into meaningful action across Massachusetts

and southern Israel as they erapole with the ongoing crises and bevond 9:00 a.m. Early 9:15 a.m. Young Fam- | 9:00 a.m. Family Join together with the
Y grapp going ’ v ’ Community-Wide ily Service Service Community-Wide

La Colaborativa Yom Kippur Service Onsite Onsite Services at either

Moming Onsite & Online 9:00 a.m or 11:45 a.m.

La Colaborativa is a Latina-led organization that has Please consider a donation into one of the tzedakah boxes 11:45 a.m. Late

supported Latinx immigrants in Greater Boston for over 35 in the Atrium. This year’s partners all pursue righteous Monday, Co'mmu'nit'y-Wide

years through advocacy, programs, and essential resources.  impact in areas of interest and action for our community. September 21 Service

As ICE raids and anti-immigrant threats intensify in Chelsea,
Temple Israel is showing up in solidarity— volunteering

at La Colaborativa’s food pantry and standing with our
neighbors, one meal and one act of kindness at a time.

Onsite & Online

Between Services:

2:15 p.m. Deepen
Your Yom Kippur

2:15 p.m. Riverway
Gathering Space

Stay in the Day | Experience, see all
your choices on page
Monday, 11.
Food Drive Donations September 21
" 3:45 p.m. Torah Join togeth ith th

For the 28" year, Temple Israel is proud to partner with the Greater Boston Food Bank for our annual Yom Kippur Food Yom Kippur Servti,er,nAﬁZI;ioon czI;r:f:ityi:v‘ilge €
Drive—delivering their largest single-day donation. Paper bags will be available on Rosh Hashanah; please fill them with oo Service, Yizkor, Neilah, . services
non-perishable food and return them on Yom Kippur, when the Food Bank truck will be on Nessel Way. You can also Havdalah nll D n n |n n -] nA at 3:45 p.m.
contribute year-round by bringing food whenever you visit Tl, or by making a financial donation through our website. Monday, Onsite & Online v voo° T T

September 21

What you CAN donate: Food banks accept shelf-stable, nonperishable foods that have not reached their “sell-by”
date, such as peanut butter, canned vegetables, beans, stew, soup, fish, and fruit; salad dressings and marinades (if not

refrigerated); pasta (whole grain preferred); rice (brown rice preferred); and personal care and household items.

Stay in the Day

Yom Kippur Break-Fast

Following Neilah and Havdalah, we will have the chance
to gather for a light and delicious break-fast to share the
end of Yom Kippur together!

Between Yom Kippur morning and afternoon services,
deepen your Yom Kippur experience with facilitated
conversations or find space for quiet reflection,
movement, art, and family gatherings throughout
Temple Israel and along the Muddy River.

What NOT to donate: Please do not donate refrigerated items, expired food, leftovers, or baked goods made in
personal kitchens, as food banks cannot verify their ingredients or preparation. Avoid items with damaged, open, dented,
or bloated packaging, as well as food in glass containers, which can create safety concerns.

Thank you!



Entering 5787 Through New Doors

If you entered Temple Israel through the Riverway entrance, you have already experienced something new this year!
Our newly completed Riverway entrance creates a brighter, more welcoming arrival and reconnects our beautiful
atrium with the neighborhood beyond. New ballistic-grade glass brings in more light while strengthening the security
of this important entrance. This was an investment in making our building more open, accessible, and safe for all who
enter.

There is something especially fitting about completing this work as we begin a new Jewish year. Rosh Hashanah
invites us to cross our own thresholds: to leave something behind, make room for what is possible, and enter the year
ahead with intention. These new doors are more than an entrance. They are an invitation. May they welcome us into
5787 and into all that this new year holds.

Congregational Read:
As a Jew, by Sarah Hurwitz

Join us for our annual High Holy Day congregational read as we read

Sarah Hurwitz’s As a Jew: Reclaiming Our Story from Those Who Blame,
Shame, and Try to Erase Us. In this insightful and deeply relevant book,
Hurwitz reflects on her journey to reclaim her Jewish identity, shedding the
harmful messages that led her to feel disconnected from her heritage and
rediscovering the richness of Jewish tradition. At a time when antisemitism
is rising across the globe, her honest and courageous story about embracing
Jewish life with confidence and without apology feels especially important.
As we read her story together, we will seek to define and strengthen our own
Jewish identities, preparing ourselves for a new year.

Scholar in Residence Weekend with Sarah Hurwitz

In Conversation With Sarah Hurwitz: Qabbalat Shabbat with Sarah Hurwitz
As a Jew: Reclaiming Our Story from Those Who Blame, Friday, October 9, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., Onsite & Online
Shame, and Try to Erase Us

Gather with us onsite or online for Qabbalat Shabbat. All
Thursday, October 8, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

are welcome to join this service full of prayer, meditation,
Join Temple Israel for a special Scholar-in-Residence and music!

event with Sarah Hurwitz, former White House head
speechwriter for Michelle Obama and author of the
New York Times bestseller As a Jew. In a dynamic Q&A
with Temple Israel clergy, Sarah will explore how we
can move beyond defensiveness to live Jewish life with
pride, joy, and purpose. Whether you read the book or
are just beginning, join us for an evening of community,
reflection, and dialogue.

We welcome guest scholar Sarah Hurwitz for an evening
of dynamic study. During our Shabbat together, Sarah
Hurwitz will discuss, As a Jew: Reclaiming Our Story from
Those Who Blame, Shame, and Try to Erase Us. Sarah
Hurwitz’s talk is sponsored by the Center for Adult Jewish
Learning at Temple Israel of Boston.

Find Your People: TI Circles
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Save the Date:

Save the Date: The Riverway Project Turns 25
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Learn with the Temple Israel of Boston Clergy

Intro to Judaism, Led by Temple Israel Clergy
Tuesdays, Oct. 13, 2026 - Feb. 2, 2027 at 7:00 p.m., Onsite

Introduction to Judaism is an engaging multi-session onsite
course for anyone interested in exploring Jewish life through
a Reform lens. Explore the foundations of Jewish living
including holidays, life cycle, and building a Jewish home,

as well as the foundations for Jewish sacred texts, history,
and belief, including Hebrew, prayer, the Torah, Israel, and
the American Jewish experience. Open to all, this onsite
course is perfect for interfaith couples, those raising Jewish
children, spiritual seekers, individuals considering conversion,
and Jews who want a meaningful adult Jewish learning
experience.

Modern Midrash: Leviticus, with Rabbi Elaine Zecher
Beginning Thursday, November 12 at 9:00 a.m., Online

Leviticus is the central book of the Torah with the middle
verse of “Love you neighbor.” It contains the holiness code,
descriptions of all the ways we could draw near to God in
ancient times. It provides ritual and the holiday cycle. AND it
has great modern midrash opportunities. Join our monthly
exploration as we delve into this important and magnificent
book of the Torah. No previous experience is necessary, just a
willingness for creativity.

Chanukah 101, with Rabbi Andrew Oberstein
Thursday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m., Online

Chanukah is a time for lighting candles, spinning dreidel,
and eating latkes. But what do all of the rituals really mean?
Explore the history, texts, traditions, and creativity of the
holiday and discover new meaning for our own lives.

Tl Yeshiva: Learn to Read the Talmud
with Rabbi Suzie Jacobson
Beginning Tuesday, December 1 at 9:00 a.m., Online

Debate with the rabbis and consider new perspectives on
aspects of Jewish law with the Babylonian Talmud in this
weekly online class led by Rabbi Suzie Jacobson. Register to
join the class and get the Zoom link. New students are invited
to join any time during the year. All are welcome, no prior
experience required. Contact cajl@tisrael.org with questions.

The Jewish Bookshelf, with Rabbi Dan Slipakoff
Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m., Onsite

The Jewish Bookshelf is a fast-paced single-session seminar
that demystifies thousands of years of Jewish literature by
providing a clear, bird’s-eye visual roadmap of its primary
texts. Designed for curious learners of all backgrounds, this
session traces the chronological lineage and interconnected
dialogue from the foundational Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) to
the Oral Law (Mishnah), multi-generational legal debates
(Talmud), structured codes (Rambam and Shulchan Aruch),
and ongoing modern commentaries. Participants will learn
how these masterworks converse across centuries, gain
confidence in understanding traditional page layouts and
references, and leave with a conceptual map to guide their
own ongoing learning journey.

Fall/Winter 2026

/ —_ \\"\'-“{

Inside the Antisemitism Commission:
Findings and Future Actions with JCRC’s Jeremy Burton
Monday, November 2, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

Following the release of findings from Massachusetts’ first-in-the-nation Commission
on Combating Antisemitism, what comes next? Join us for an engaging discussion
with Jeremy Burton, CEO of the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater
Boston (JCRC) and state commissioner. We'll explore the commission’s key findings
across education, public safety, and civic life, examining how these insights are being
translated into policy and action to build a safer Commonwealth.

Scholar in Residence Weekend with Rabbi Matthew Soffer
Qabbalat Shabbat on Friday, November 20, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., Onsite & Online
Torah Study on Saturday, November 21, 2026 at 9:00 a.m., Onsite & Online

Rabbi Matthew Soffer has led Judea Reform Congregation in Durham, N.C., since
2019. A former Senior Associate Rabbi at Temple Israel, he directed the Riverway
Project, led community organizing efforts, and founded the Village for Families with
Young Children. A creative leader, musician, and social justice advocate, Rabbi Soffer is
known for bringing energy, humor, and heart to his rabbinate. He has been named one
of Newsweek’s “10 Rabbis to Watch” and one of the RAC’s “50 Faces of Justice.”

ADL New England and Temple Israel of Boston:
Fireside Chat with Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO and National Director, ADL
Wednesday, December 2, 2026, cocktail reception at 6:00 p.m., program at 7:00 p.m.

Join ADL New England and Temple Israel of Boston for a Fireside Chat with Jonathan
Greenblatt, CEO and National Director, ADL, and learn about the state of antisemitism
in New England and the USA.

ADL is the leading anti-hate organization in the world. Founded in 1913 to protect the
Jewish people, ADL works to stop the defamation of the Jewish people and secure
justice and fair treatment to all. In the face of rising antisemitism and extremism, we
protect, advocate, and educate, through a mix of programs and services using the
latest innovations and technology, and seek to create a world without hate.

What new things will you discover in 5787? No matter your location, schedule, experience, or interests, there are so many
ways to learn with the Center for Adult Jewish Learning at Temple Israel of Boston this fall. Learn more by connecting
with Lily Van Cleave at lvancleave@tisrael.org
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Friends Annual Fund

As we come together to welcome the 5787 High Holy Days, we are filled with gratitude for each member of our
community. No matter what brings you into our space, we are glad you’re here. Your presence enriches our shared
experience and strengthens the spirit of Temple Israel. Your continued support helps keep our doors open to all,
ensuring that our inclusive gatherings can thrive for years to come. We invite you to contribute to The Friends Annual
Fund today. Your generosity plays a vital role in sustaining the warmth, vibrancy, and accessibility of our community.
For more details, please call us at 617-566-3960.

Youth Education at Temple Israel of Boston
The Village: Ages 0-5

The Village is our place for families with young children to connect, learn, and celebrate Judaism, while meeting

new friends and having fun together. Throughout the year we come together to sing, pray, dance, and craft. Come
experience TGIS (Thank Goodness It’s Shabbat), held in our spacious outdoor garden and courtyard on the 1%, 31,
and 5% Shabbat of the month, or take part in one of our festive Havdalah-themed events or holiday block parties! For
information, contact Heidi Smith Hyde at hhyde@tisrael.org.

The FJECC Preschool: Ages 1.8-5

The Frances Jacobson Early Childhood Center (FIECC) is committed to providing the highest quality education in both
secular and Judaic studies in a safe, nurturing, and non-pressured environment under the guidance of the highest
caliber teachers. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. If you are interested in learning more about the FJECC,
please contact preschooladmin@tisrael.org to schedule a tour!

Temple Israel of Boston Religious School: Ages 3-13

At Religious School, kids 3 years old through 7t" grade can learn, grow, and find their own meaningful Jewish
communities. Together, we strive to build a space where parents and children can find their places in our ancient
and ever evolving tradition. Our school is joyful, kid-centered, and flexible. Interested in joining our school? Contact
Roberta Axeloons at raxeloons@tisrael.org.

The Tent: Grades 8-12

The Tent is a Jewish learning community for Greater Boston teens at Temple Israel of Boston. The Tent connects teens
with diverse voices to strengthen them as learners, thinkers, and young American Jews. We meet on Monday nights
throughout the school year with engaging classes, holiday events, and social experiences. For more information,
please contact Calvin Mitchell at cmitchell@tisrael.org.

Celebrate Sukkot and Simchat Torah at Temple Israel!

A

Accessibility Information

Temple Israel of Boston strives to ensure that our services are accessible and inclusive. We are proud to offer the
following:

e Assisted listening devices are available at the reception desk.

e Large print prayer books are available for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services.

e We offer closed captioning on Youtube, Livestream, and Facebook Live, where available.

e Gender-neutral and wheelchair-accessible bathrooms are available on the first and second floors.

e Accessibility ramps are located at the Nessel Way and Riverway entrances.

e  Elevator access is available to all levels, and wheelchair spaces are provided in all gathering spaces.

e ADA-compliant bathrooms are available on all floors.

Our staff at reception are available to help you navigate our offerings.

Safety & Emergency Information

In the unlikely case of an evacuation, please use any available exit to vacate the building. All exits are clearly marked
with signage above them. If you see anything suspicious, please report it to a staff member or security guard. If you
are interested in being a volunteer ambassador throughout the year, please contact Dan Deutsch, Executive Director,
at ddeutsch@tisrael.org.

Thank You

The protective measures we have taken to provide a safe space to pray, learn, and gather come with significant
financial costs. Most of our households have already contributed towards our security fund, allowing us to adapt our
security measures. This contribution will be an essential resource for our ongoing safety and security work in the year
ahead. Thank you! For more information, contact Dan Deutsch, Executive Director, at ddeutsch@tisrael.org.
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High Holy Day Song Lyrics

Batya Levine High Holy Day and Shabbat Liturgy

Music and additional lyrics: Aly Halpert
We rise, humbly hearted

Rise, won’t be divided Ashrei yoshvei, ashrei yoshvei beitecha

Rise, with spirit to guide us Ashrei yoshvei beitecha, od y’halelucha, Selah
Rise! | sing (repeat) For you (repeat) | sing for what is
In hope, in prayer, we find ourselves here holy and is true.

In hope, in prayer, we're right here...(2x) | sing for all creation, for life and liberation Every
We rise, all of the children day anew.

Rise elders with wisdom

Rise, ancestors surround us

Rise!

In hope, in prayer, we find ourselves here
In hope, in prayer, we're right here...(2x)
We rise, up from the wreckage

Rise, with tears and with courage

Rise, fighting for life

We rise!

Pastoral Care at Temple Israel of Boston




